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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _

news release
DE LA GARZA URGES USDA ATTENTION
TO CITRUS BLACKFLY PROBLEM IN SOUTH TEXAS

For immediate release, Tuesday, Oct. 6, 1992

WASHINGTON -- House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de
la Garza, D-Texas, has asked the Secretary of Agriculture to put
in motion an "action plan" to combat a growing infestation of
citrus blackflies that threatens citrus production in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley.

"During the 1970's and again in 1987-89, the South Texas
citrus industry was devastated by citrus blackfly damage, and it
took years to recover.

citrus growers in the Lower Rio Grande

Valley now report the reappearance of serious blackfly problems.
Now is the time for USDA to begin working with our growers to
fight this destructive pest," said Rep. de la Garza.

In a letter to Agriculture Secretary Edward R. Madigan, Rep.
de la Garza urged that he direct the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) to develop an "action plan" to fight
the pest in cooperation with other Federal and State agencies.

Rep. de la Garza has also suggested that APHIS consider
reactivating a discontinued project rearing citrus blackfly
parasites in South Texas, so growers have access to a small and
independent supply of parasites to combat the pest.
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